BIG LAKE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

"Alaska's Year - Round Playground!" )
Redd ufifo

£l 5721

October 19, 2007

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Re: Point MacKenzie Rail Spur
Dear Board Members:

The Big Lake Chamber of Commerce has considered the various proposed rail spur
routes to connect Port MacKenzie to the existing railroad. We would like to express our
opinion as to which route we feel would be the best for our area.

Big Lake is a recreational area and the businesses in the area depend heavily, if not
exclusively, on the recreational activity that the area attracts. For this reason we are
greatly interested in anything that may change or disrupt the areas surrounding our
business district.

Of the three routes, the western (or Willow) route appears to have the least impact on the
area as a whole. The fact that the route is mostly on borough, state or federal lands that
would minimize the disruption of private property along the right of way is a very great
plus for this route. The route is mostly on a natural moraine which would minimize
wetland issues. Although this route would cross a number of trails, both snow machine
and dog mushing, with a little incorporation into the design of the route, any conflicts
could be worked out. So this is the route that we prefer.

We fully support the development of Port MacKenzie and the rail spur to service it.
Thank you for your attention to our opinion in this matter.

Sincerely,

Manre Cmrv an, V'P/uas :

Marcy Comsdn, President
Big Lake Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 520067, Big Lake, AK 99652 ~ Phone (907) 8926109 ~ Fax (907) 892-6189
Email: biglake@mtaonline.net
www,biglake-ak.com
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